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Tohis deere and louing Vnkle, Maiſter | 

Rechard Gough , S the (itty of 


Hereford Gentleman. 
G 00D SIR, 
Far Auing compoſed theſe few lines enſuing, by 
& way of 4 eruation of thi preſent Rum 


SDWO N pumbly preſent the ſame to your view: If 
there be ought ſhall gius you content , 1 haue my defire; 
Accept my poore Labors, I pray you, So (hall I not 

on?ly thinke it and time wellſpent, but (hall further be 
encouraged to imploy the ſame hereafier , as occafion 

(ball be offered . So with my prayers to the Al- 
mighty for the health and proſperitic of 
you and yours,1 remaine till death 


Your Louing Kinſeman, 
Rechard + Milton, 


Az | Londons | 
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L.ondons Miſcerie, The Countreys 


Cruelty, with Gods Mercy, 


S510 fare fertcht Story brought from Forraigneland, 
NG S'Or ſuch like matrers doe I take is hand : 

28|No loue ſicke Sonnet, or ſweete roundelayes, 

No Epigrais or ſuch like pleaſing toyes; 
Nor doe [ wciteite deedes of Martiall men, 
That hane bin done th: place, time, where and when : 
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7+ This I reterre vato ſome other men, 


To paintand ſet forth with their fluent pen ; 

VV hilltI with fig'2ing doe moſt ſadly fing, 
The fearcfull iundgements of the Heauenly King, 
That in his wrath by his moſt heauy hand, 

Puts to amazement this moſt ftanetull Land; . 
þ. taske too hard for me, whoſElender Skill, 

Is farre vufit, although Gods knowes my will, 
Be very good for matter it befits, 

The induſtrious penning of morecurious wits : 
My wit is meane,God knows, I vnderſtand 
But little, and for meerto take in hand 

This worthy worke, I might preſume too much 
To meddle with; for anſwere vnto ſuch 

Shall ſo oppoſe me, this poore ſimple skill 

I here haue ſhowne,is meant by me no ill 
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Tnany kind, but onelyfor to ſhewe; 

The good affeQion I oi duty owe 

V-to chis City, (where IT haue my being) 
Whoſe great calamiries Idaily ſecing, 
Makes me breake forth, and with a gricued ſoule, 
Hcer miſerable ftate for to condole, "ma 
Amoneft the reſt, ſhould I not be vnkinde ? 
As not to ſhew griefe where ſuch cauſc I finde 
Inth'igheſt manner, to a place I loue ſo, 

As none in carth more deater, ſurely no 

Bur inthis Aion wilbe fo farre bold, 

Not fearing what Iwrite ſhalbe concrold. 
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AN firſt to thee Lord,doe Thumbly bow, 


For pardon for our finnes, whoſe angry brow, 
Still Frownes as if no mercy thou wilt haue 
Vpon this City, but will ſend to Graue 
All the inhabicants within a lirtle ſpace, 
Oh be not angry till, affoord vs grace 
For to repent, and ſtay thine angry hand, 
For who thy powerfull iudgements can withſtand : 
Lord we haue finned and baue done amiſle, 
Wherefore thine anger fiercely kindled is : 
Vpon this City vengeance thou haſt powr'd, 
And we like ſheepero flanghter are deuour'd : 
Qur ſinnes forgiue, behold our watric eyes, 
Our gricuops grones, our Jatnentable cryes; _ 
Long haue we fighed, butthou haſt not heard, 
Oft haue we prayed, bur thou haſt not ſpar'd, 
As if euen with our prayers thou wer'c offended, 
As it thy iudgements ncuer would be cnded, 


Faintnefle 


(3) 


Faintneſſe poſſeſſeth all our vitall parts, . 
Our courage failes vs, daunted are our hearts : 
In this extremity, whether ſhall we flye, 

Bur vnto thee oh God, proſtrate we lye, | 
Before thy Throne of grace,and with bleeding wound, 
And ſobbing fighes, our miferies we ſound : 

Do we not know Lord thou didft fend thy Sonne, 
To paic a ranſome for our deedes miſ-done, 

Euen from the Heaucns,where thou ics aboue,. 
So deare the life of finners thou-didi loue 2 

And when by our tianſgreſſion, mankind all, 
Were ſubic& to thy wrath, faſt bound and thuall;; 
And we belecue, Lord helpe our vabelcefe, 

For of the ſamethon art our ſlay and chiete 
Prop and vpholder, we beleeuc I ſay, 

For on ſo ſurea ground ſafe build we may : 
VVhat thou baftpromiſde in thy facred Ward, 
VVhat thou haſt vowed,oh moſt gracious Lord, 
That thou the death of finnersnot deſireſt, 
But rathec life to ther, for thou requireſt, 
Thar of their finnefull lives, they would amend, 
And ſo gaine mercie where they did offend : 
VVith patiencerherefore we attendthy wil 
Not doubting bur thy words thou wilt fulfill. 
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Is not vnknowne to: many a Forraine Nation, 

The beautic of Zond:a, and the ſcirnation, 
The ſtrength, the wealthand multitude of men 
It cid containe, at ſuch good time as when, 
God was at peace with vs, the Famous Sparkes 
Ot fivecre inucntian, and rhe learned Clarkes, 


VVorthy 


VVorthy Diuines and Phiſirions ſtore; 


(4) 


Attournes,Counſellors andpen-men more © 

I thinke then needis, there the reuerend Tudges 
Gaue many a ſentence,at which ill men gradges,” | 
For there the Courts of juſtice haue bin kept, - 
Vhere many a Client hath fullſorely wept, 7? 
The cauſe is knowne to God, what ſhall I {ay, -- 44 
Thar to this City, in ſome fort 1 may ? 

Expreſl: good will;there 'twas the liberall Arts 

Did ch:efli- flouriſh, men of excellent parts 

Did thcre abide,as being the'very Spring, 

Thar to their Studies ſweere reftreth did bring. 

Th: re liu'd our King, alfo his noble Peeres, 

To whom the Lord-grant hife-and many yeares, 

Ot happineſle on earth;fame and renowne, = 

And inthe end an enerlafting' Crowne 

Ot gloric, there his SubieRs at commaund, 

In multitude were like vnto the ſand, 

1 hat on the Sza ſhore, Sea men vſe to ſee, 

VV hen waues are paſt, and waters calmed be:2 

The ſcuerall forts of Trades-men and of Arts, 

The ſeurrall merchand4ize fypm Forraine patrts, 

The mulritude'of richand wealthy men, 

I amnot able to exprofle with perry | 

And though for toure yeares paſt, it ſo fell out 

That many Tiadel-men here, were in great doubt 

They ſhould haue bin vndone, (for trading fail'd, 

And folong tim? their hearts were cold and quaild) 

Yer th: late marriage of our Royall King, 

V Ve thought a fetling to this Realme would brivg 
In ſuch a wiſe,that now our feare was paſt, 


And w.ll was he thatdid hold our till iaft, 
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That 
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That all men ſo with doings ſhould abound, 
That worke-men for our worke would nere be found, - 
Oh God,how of our hopes wearedeceined, © © 
And of our long expeAted ioyes bereaued,' 
How thou our fooliſh wiſdome ſets at tought, 
And euen our ſelues vnto deftrudtion brought, 
Vaine is the helpe of mai; 'alſo are Viyne 
The imagination of armottall braine; 
Oh Londow, Lozdon,thou didſi feele the Rod, - 
But neuer rightly lookt yp to thy God | | 
That ſtrook thee with it, when thou feltſt rhe ſmare, Je? 
Euen at the firſt, then with a gricued heart, ; 
Thou of thy grieuous ſtnnes ſhoulgft haut repented, 
And ſo Gods angry Iudgements hate preneated: 
This was neglected, and O meftviikinde, 
Gods former benefits i imprint in minde 
Thou didſts not doc; for affuredly, + 
Bctore thy wickednefſe to him did ery 
For heauie vengeance, he was wondrous kinde 
To thee,and thou didfi many fauours fiade 
From him, we are apt to forget God wot, ; 
Or if we doe remember, we wy oh not | 
The thankfull minds we ſhouldZand therefore we "2 
Euen for our ſinnes moſt inftiy plagued be: 
Should we perſwade our ſclues Almighty Ioue, 
This Famous City did more deerely loue, 
Then others, that his power could not withſtand, 
But in the former ages feſt hishand: © 
Or ſhall we thinke that ſhortened is his Arme, 
Or that he will not ſuffer fomuch harme 
To come vpon vs as he did thoſe 
Thar ſinn'd aſwell as we, O;rio'repoſe, 
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(6) 
Nor harbor in your hearts ſo vaine a thonghr, "; 
For cuen as they were to deſtruction bought: 
Eu.n fo ſhall we if we do fill off:nd, | 
And do not of our finfull liues-amend, 

For as the Lord is by his meccy knowne, 

To be a gracious God, and he hath ſhewne 

That in his mercy he doth farre ſurpaſſe, 

Vhich plainely doth appearc, bur yet whereas 
Almighty God in mercy doth abound, 

Takethis for certaine anda conſtams ground, 

As on his mercics we may boldly truſt, | 

So in his [udgements.is he alwayes iuſt, 

Ayeme! Incednor long totreate oi this, 

How many.demonſtrations dayly is, .- 

How many ſeucraiivelsdo ſadlyring. 

The dolefull tune of this moſt certaine thing, 

In this our preſent ſad diſaftrous plight, 

VhilR many ſoules have bid the world godnight. 
My fi:ſh do tremble, I amazed fland, 

-Foſcc the force of Gods Almighty hand, 

My hand do quake, and eke my joynts de ſhiuer, 
To ſec what deadly Arrowes from his Quiuecr, 

Are now ſent forth tothis Brſaken Cirty, 

Whoſe very miſcries my.ſoule doth pitty.. 
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G2 on my muſe now, and rightſadly tell, 

[The dolefull ſound that euery Pariſh bell,. 
Within this pooreaflicted Cittic make, 

Thae we may from our ſinfull lives awake :. 

Our daily ſorrowes, and continuall feares,, 
Our lo of deere friends, and oup daily teames*. 
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That we for them.do ſhed, the ſundry moanes, I 
Deepe hearted ſighings, and the gricuous groanes} —/ 
That many a huſband for his tender wife, 
Sends forth for her that is bereau'd of life : / 
How = a wife mournes for her Turtle mate, 
That now lyes gaſping, firucke by crucll fate 4 
Ofconquering Death, and when thou haft ſo done, 
Tz 1! how the father grieucs for his loſt ſonne : | 
The wotuſlfcreeches many a mother mild, DIV 3 
Bitcerly ſends forth for her dying child, 
How many a ſonne weepes for his louing father, _ 
( Whoſe loue fo deere was that he would more rather 
Haue dyde himſelfe, eucn ſuch was his good will, 
But we cannot our owne defices fulfill} 530 
How many a daughter gricues for her deer mother, 
And many afitertor her loning brother, 
And many a brother for his louing filter, | 
That knew nat what he loſtbefore he miſt her: 
Here weepes the ſeruant for his louing Maiſter, 
And gricues that Death is growne ſo great a wafter, 
Thercighes the Maiſter for his louing man, 
For that he isnor able, neither can 
Saue his poore ſeryants lite, with weeping eyes 
The carctull mayden for her Miftrefle cryes : 
The miſtreſſe likewiſe for her maide doth moane, 
Becauſe fo good a fcruant's dead and gone. 
Neighbour for neighbor, one friend for another, £ 
Their loues were ſuch, their griefes they cannot ſmothe, 
The Preacher for his flocke, and they for tim, 
Ve waile and weepe vntill our eyes are dim, 
And then, O Lord, a fadthing for co ce, 
Yet dayly ſuch fad ſpeRacles there be, 
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(8) 
They that before, ſa ſadly moumed haue; 
By other Friends are ſhorely-brought to graue 
VVith much adoe, for Friends are very few, 
Jn this their laſt farewell their loucs to.ſhew,. 
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QVchi is the force of Deviks fell 6 conquering ——_ 
That none in this wor'd can his power withſtand, 
Tis not the powerof a mighty King, 

Can ſerue tofree him from;Deaths deadly King, 
Much leſſe the title of aLord or Knight, 

Can keepethcir perſons from this pale-tac't wight, 
Tis not the wiſedome of a learned man, 
No,there is neither Arte norwifedome can; 

Be forcible enough with Arte or wile, 

Eyther to ſtay deaths ſtroke or him beguile : 
Marke it I pray you, how he makes men. ora | 
His Bow is iron ſure, and:his Arrowes ſteele : 

How many through his mightdoe daily. dye, / 
How many hkewiſe doe thore ſprawlinglye, 

How many alſo dead'in fields are found, 

And ſuddainly in ſtreetesdofall to oround; 

Euen as they. paſſe,and then before were well, 

And felc bur lict:e paine vatilth they fell, 
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Tay gentle Jeanh, for T aſſure you can, 
e Parties held an vpright honeft man, 
You are aboutro deale, Frell you more, 
Of wealthhe hath a greatabotindant lore; 
And liberally :e giueth ro  thepoore. Be 
Ot that he hath, the like giuenat his doore, 


(9) 


There's very few that. doth, nay, hardly any, _ 
Alchougi there doe 1a wealth ſurpaſſe him maty, 
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| Cary is well done, [commend you better, 
An tor your kindneffe willremaine your debtor; 

That miſerable, griping, ruſty Chufte, 

That alwayes wanted, never bad enough, 

And neucr car'd how many men were kild, 12 

So he mighthauchis Cofers ſtuftand fild,, it £314 
Ah wr. cched Carte;trruft that thereisnone 0 
True hearted wight will weep when thou arc gone, 

They in thy lite time wept, and were not heard, 
Now at thy deaththey rightly may be ſpar'd-: 
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Now you what you haue done, yaueflainea woman, 
That for her vertuous carriage, Ithinke no man 

V Vill finde the like againe, now good Sir tell,: . 

To take the good away, dee youdo well: . 

Doth there not many an idle Gofhp ſtay ? 

VVholong betorewee'd faine Rauc had away, 

Leaue of forſhame, away now get you gone 

Goe take the worſt ſort, leaue the beft alone. 
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Ord if 'twere fo, what would become of me, 

That know my ſelfe to be'as baJ may be, 
For there's not onelyone, but thouſands more, 
That I goe farre behind tharwent before, | ge" 
Many a braue Scholter; many a worthy Teacher, | © 
Many a good liuer, many a-zealous Preacher, RE ator 
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Of life that thou ſhalt grant me by thy grace, 
I may redeeme time, which I lewdly ſpent, 
Bewaile my ſinnes, and heartily repent; 
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V Hen hoary hyems now had chang'd his hue, 
And for that yeare had bid the world a due, 
VVhen trees gan ſprout, the graſſe and every thing 
Lookr greei.e and fire lamble skipr, the bird; did ſing, 
And with their warbling notes in waods did Ring 
The'r makecs prayſe, according 70 their kinde, 

April the moneth was cald, for ſo | finde, 

(For fore that time there dyed not any tore, 

That cither had the rokens or plague ſore) 

Then did the Lord begin to lay his band, 

And plainly fhewd he'd giue vs vnderftand, 

That he was angry with vs, at the firſt 

Small quainticy there dy'd, Death did netthicſt 

As now itdoth, adozen ora ſcores  _- 
We.thought it much,foone aftexiorty more; Or 


cn) 
Oc ſuch like nuraber to the ground were ſent, 
Bur hardly any miſſe of thoſe that went, 

Time {lides away,our glafſe doth daily runne, 
And God will finifh what he had begunne, 
For ſhortly after in the Bills are ſpide, 

Aboura hundred of the fickneſſedyde: 

And yet at that time, Ircmember well, 
There's 7 few of vs could rightly tell, 
Whether the ficknefle were the plague orno, 
So willingly we would haue had itſo-: 

The Searcbers now brought into queſtion be, 
For that poore aged folkes they could not ſee : 
Gods handy-worke, twas thought that they did wrong: 
To many people, thus did weprolong | 

Oar milſcries, aduice was takenthen - 

Ot Phificks DoQors, all held worthy men, . 

And ſuch as fortheirskill did much ſurpaſſe 

The meaner ſort; they told vs, that whereas 

Theſe that from vs, thus fickneſſe did deuide, 

Had caught a ſpotted feucr, and ſo dyde. 
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TJ Hu the Almightie, thaughhe hath andean,-  . 
Produce ftrangewonders by the Arte of man, . 
Neuerthelcfſ, when he thinkes good, he will 
Confound the wiſedoms, and the lcaxned kill 

Of mortall Creatures, and vs plainly ſhew, 
He can ſend indgments, that they ſhall nox know: 
How to preucnt, with all their arteorakill, = - 
Kf werebcll, and nochis will tulfilh =: ey 
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And therefore of our feares we donot ceaſe: 
Thoſe that they now appoint,arebound with oath, * 
Vpon their conſciences to'tell thettoth, 7 #0 
Thar neither for-reward;or filthy feare, © © © ©» 
Or elſe for any fauour that they beare | pe” 
Vato the perſons that are ſo infteRted, _—. 
Should ſtop their tudgments,now to be expetted. 


TT Ecir charge receiu'd,away,now:do they hie, ; -. Ant 
© Andtothcir bufinefſe dothey lookemore nigh, __ . 
Daies quickly go, the nights likewiſe full faſt, . __ 

And very ſudainly awecke is paſt; _ | 

And now we l6okt'to he refolued well, © __ 

And who bur ſearchers could vs betrer tell: 

The queſtions askt, and thenthey told their ming, 

That certainly.the places whichtheyfind.........  _ 

So viſited, ſo farre as they could ſee, 

No other ficknes then the plague ſhould be. . 

The reaſonnow of this afore-ſaid doube 

(AsT hauc heard) by experience is found our, . 

That as the plagne,beginheth withthe care, 

So do the matkEs thereof; ar firlt appeare” * 
Much like the ſpotted Feuer, as time goes on, 
And ycare pon his backe, putsage vppon, 


The markes doakerroanathet hoe, _—_ —_— 
Leaving the red.and rheri istitn'd ro blew.” as Mg: 
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(3) 
vV VE fluddy now.and often caſtabour; _. 
And call to mind,what heretofore fcllout; 
Vpon the Death of any Souerainge Prince, 

Oc in Succeſlors raigne hath hapned ſince, 
There's many of vs doe remember yet 

It was ſo late, we can it not forget, | 
When firſt King /awzes,came herethis Crowne to ſway; | 
How many by the plague werecaught away ; - _. 
And now the moft of vs perſwaded be, 

Thar ſuch a ficknefſ= we againe ſhall ſee x 

Bur being come vntothe month of luxe, 

Ir fingsco vsa ſad and mournefull tunc: 

For now we thinke, the (ickneffe will not ceaſe, 
Becauſe we find it weekly doth increaſe, 

Orders are now preſcribde,and bett inuention 
Thar we can vſe or findeour for preuention,! ' - 

The doores of ficke are ſhut, and Dogs be kild, 

Tis better they ſhould goe, thenwe befild +; 
With noyſome ſmells, arcaſonſome doth tell, ' +: 
Thar brings the ſicknefſewith vs here todwell, | 
It to auoid, houſes and firectes we waſh, 

And many a paile of water downe we paſh 
Before our doores, theplace of thoſe infeted, 
Wewarily auoyd, though we reſpeRed 
The viſited before their Feknefe came, 

Yet now to ſeethem would redound much blame-: 

Vato vs, all the neighbours they would teare vs,: '--- 

And hearing it, few of them would comencere vs, © | 

For ſo to doe.can we tell what may chance 

To vs, or ours, fo farre for to aduance, 

Or venture out our ſelues, them to come neare, + 

Pray blamevs notyye juſtly __ forbeare: 
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4) 
Thus did we feareat firſt; bur time growes on, -: - f + 
That whicabeforewe coaldnot build vppon,- * 
Trinity Terme was for that eime put off, 

Cauſes of ſuite jin-Law were driven off - 

Till longer time, they:that came manya mile 
VVith griefe returne, ſtay heere buclittle while, © © + 
That hoped to hanc ſeene fomehappy end 

O: their long Suites, now'vainely doe they ſpend: 

Both time and money, London they forſake, 

And many along and weariefteppe rhey make; © | 
Before they come ynts their wiſhe deſire, / © 

= = the ſmoake thatiſſies fromthe fire #1 © 
Of their owneChynmneys, and to: prenent! 
Danger of infection/.he Partanevs, - vr If F:0 02 290 $034 
That cuer commonly withvs did fir,” 

Do now forbeare, andthinke ir farre more fir, 

That kept it ſhould be in forc other place: 

The City Oxford 'twasthathadthe grace: © 

Of that aſſemblys1here:theyrimedid ſpend - 

No doubrfull carchull, -fox ro makeanend 

Of that they had in hand, ſtatutes-areafted, 

And inabooke togerheragecompaRed - 
- For publique goed;there/ferthem reftla while, © © 
Whilſt we goe forwards:iniour homelie lite, 

To tell you truely what:did come to- paſſe. 

To monethnext foflowmg which cald ily was: 


. ” 
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Each weeke,with longing- wedofite'tofee © 
VVhitherthobills mercaftorleflened; be,- 

- But where the figares ſer for Inundreds were, 

Now thouſands three and more there do appeare, : 
By hundreds threc, fore ſcorefineim number; +! - Fi 
(dg oP 
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And generally with one voyce and accord, 
We gin to weigh the iudgments'of 'the' Lotd, 


And ſceketo him, our helper and our gui ide; * I. al 


That we of mercie may notbedenide ' 

In this aff lition, call co minde ouriſinne 
VVith hnmble praiers and-faſtng we beginne, - 
That ſo we may appeaſe Gods angrie hand, 


dy eg Hoe ey ol 


Wherein afſſuredlic we did;doeweall,  .. 
VVe knew the | cr", FRY which bolell 
To Niz:uc, and other Cnicsrhoc, 7 THE 
Which elſe had bin. dcficoyd, had*e robin 
They had repented, this right godly t 
Pies — by = noble King, 
Thereby he ſhew'd, chat hea Father was: ' 
Vato this Citie, and what cametopaſlc ::. 
He tooke to heart, alas what better loue, 
Or friend for friendſhip can we further p Ry 
Then at ſuch times, as we afflicted be,. 
That they are moou'd our miferics to ſee,.. 
Aad do their beſt endeauors, to be briefe, 
Vic all the arte rhiey can for our xelicfe, 
In this renowned King, great Commendation 
We muſt aſcribe, welfare and preſetuation- '- | 
Of vs and ours was dailiein thy minde, 
As by thy prouident care we did it finde: _ 
Should we vathankfull be, it were moſt vild, 
And we hereafter tuſtly might be ftild | : | -x 
Vngratefull ſubic&s, likewiſe know rwaske, 
Gaue ſpeciall order that a booke ſhould be - . 
Read 1n our Faſts of Prayers,and Plalmes ſele&ed 
Fir for the times, ſo greatly he reſpeRed.;. 
C 2 
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The ſafetie of our ſoules ;another Booke 

By him was et forth, whereinjf you looke, 
Medcines for bodies health did there 1nſerc, 
With warty viſeme: its, how we ſhoulddinert 
Or kcepe our ſelues from cauſes of InfeQion, 
VVhat elfe ro-do he gaue to vs direQion, 


ho —_ 
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Vt well-away, before the moneth is gone, 
How many thouſands, left vs here alone, 
And gauevs leaue to faft, andeketo pray, 
For ncither wealth nor Counſell could them flay ; 
Both rich and poore, away now doe they hye, 
Both old and young, they care not where they lyc, 
In barnes, or hay-cockes, fields, or vnder tree, - 
Nor how they fare;foZopdenthey notes... -- 
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| rang that heretofore had ſuch Renowne, © 

Is not reſpected asa common Towne, 

Her glorics darkned and her: ſtrengrh deeayde, 
And thoſe that trufted in hep are afraide 

For to come neere her, Longonthatheretofore- 
VVhich {or thebignefſe ſure: was peopk more-* 
Then any City in cheworld againe; 

Doth ſay when God is angrie'cis but vaine-- 

To truſt in mu'tirude, but Icall to'minde, 
VVhen't did abound With men, then moſt vnkinde,; 
Fu.l many of vs grudge to haucitſo, 

Thinking the caufe thereof procurd vs woe, 

So many of a trade, (thus did we grieue) 
Thatone man by another couldnot line ; | 


. 09 
Sure God was angrie with vs, now you ſee 
- The Citie of large multitudes are free, 
Where is the doings that ſhould now abound x 
Sure nothing elſe but wayling is there found, 
For want of thoſe that in the ſame did dwell, 
And when woe will be done we cannot tel/. 
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BY: ſhall I Ieaue our fellow brethren ſo, 
And not vouchſafea little for to gs, 
Tobring them our of rowne, at leaft-wiſe know, 
The fauour iolly Country men did ſhew 

To ſtrangers and tokin, bur firſt alas 

You know tis fitting they ſhould haue a paſſe, 
Whither he be a wiſeman oran Af, 

Vuleſſe he meane tolye vponthe grafſe : 

The which vao the Country men they ſhew? 
Contents whereof doth let all people know, 

That where Almighty God (more is the pitry) 
With ſicknefſe now had vifited the Citty, 

Yet notwithſtanding (bleit be his high hand) 
Their dwelling houſe, among the reſt doth ſtand: 
Free from infeQion : nay; ſomethought itmeete, 
To ſet downe in their writing, all the {treete 
herein they dwelled(prayſ'd be God)was cleare, 
And therefore as for that, you needenot fearc 

To ginc them entertainment; this ſafe kept, 

Made many thatat firſt tull lweerlyflept _ 
In wholeſome beds, and likewiſe to fare well, 

But afterwards it otherwiſe befell : 
Londonthey thought all ouer was infe&ed, 
And therefore they nopaſſes now reſpeRed, | 


G9) 
vV V* \ndring in Ficlds, ſome here, fomerhere do ye; 
| And by the way there's many of them dic, 

A gricuous ſpeaacle for to behold, | 
And cauſing tcares may tor to heare it told, 

'Toſcethar Chriſtians ſhould be ſo eſtrang' d, 
And from their marke Chriftianitie ſorang Fl 
That from another they no loue canhaue, 

So farreas to vouchlafe them to their graue;, 
But leaue them merciles, eu'n where they die, 
And ſo expoſe themto the rYauenous cle 

Of Foules. and other vermine, verie voi, . - 
And ſurely ſhewes ſmall loue, or little wje 
In thefe our Countrie-men : + but I alas, 

Am gonetoo farre with you, how ſhall I paſſe, 

From whence I came, you know I aw expeced; - 

And letnot London be me negleQued, 
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| are continued nia is the Ls 
And many of vs I dare boldly ſay, 

Did carefully fowan them, many moe, 

(I do perſwade me) did not kcep them fo 
As fit they ſhould, 'tis goodlyfor to fee, 
How yet our Churcherfild with people _ 
Aad with attention do the Preacher heare, - 
Although ſo many durſtnot venturethere, 
For feare of further harme, I neuer heard 
Such zealous Preaching thatwas ſtill conferd 
Vato the hearers;brauerenowned men 
That ſo encourag "d vs, Iwould my pen 
Had all the arte that might be to g1ue praiſe, 
Vnto your worthy ations; many watcs: 


- 


You 


You did declare your fc] 
| Andwerethe only menthat held vsour- / 
From fainting, Phyſitions they were fled, 
Onely a few amongftthercft, ſome dead, - 
And griefe to ſpcake, but true it is(God wor, 
Of your owne Coatetoo' many tarried not: » 1 +11 
To tholethat fiaid then, you gaine 'double praiſe; |, - 1; 
For taking paines when Ha/ciox were our daies, . 
And ſticke net now your liucs for vs to ſpeng, 1 
Eucn your owne bloods, fo that you might butend . + 
Twixt Godand vs thefarife, this was your care, ' - 1 
Thus 2/0/es humbly ſoughtthe Lord to ſpare. 
Hard hearred Tewes, full often was he beard, + * 
AndlI perſwade my feife God hath not bard + |; \}, | + /- 
Sweet mercies gate ſofaft, but one time he ©» > 1} © 11 14 | 7 
Orother withour pr E 
Go on therefore, ſurely of God y'bleſt, 
Andlet not the Almighty yet take reft,””" 
Vatill that by his mateies we do figde. ;. . E 
Gods wrath appeafde, and he of orher . == 
And next oncarththen you ſhall haue.the praiſe, 
Men, wiues and ehildrey, ſhall with pleaſi 
Haue cauſe to. fing yaur Viaolirs about, » * ;£þ 
And fay you weretheir Championsfell and ſtout,. - 
Thar 1acob like did wraſtle with the Lord, 
And held him faſt vniill hedid affooxd 
To hold his hand, and this great fickneſle fla 
This may be ſaid of you another day. 
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ues like Champions flour, _ 


will pleaſed be: - 
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Lthough:the Sunne ſhinde brigh t,the Heavens faire, 
Yer Kill we.chought corupted was the ayre, -- 
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Great cauſe it was of ſicknefſe, ſo we thought; » 
And foby learned writers were we tought ; 

It ro auoide, the beſt aduice we take, 

Toclcere the 45re, great Bowe fiers we male 

Before our doores, as likewiſe pans offire 

Ymixt with pitch, ſo greatly we defire 

Cauſc of Infe&ions ceaſc, then thought it meete, 

That euery one at home, orcllſc in ireete 

(As they did paſſe) ſhould toa Noſe. gay ſmell 

Held in cheir hands, which would do very well : 


Some madeotHempe 8 Pitch,others thought fic 


To vic ſome other Sents, which I omit. 

And Franckenſcnce in houſes do we burne, 
And vſc all other meancs we can to turne __ 
That into ſweete we thought corrupted was, 
Lets keaue off this and tell what came.to paſſe, 


_ 
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Ndnow imagine tuly We haue paſt F4IP 
A Azgvuſt the Moneth is, wherein welofaſt y 
Do leaue this world, to ſecke another reſt, © 
Where in oneweeke there died at the leafk 


Fiue thouſand ſoules, twe-hundreth and fiue, 
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Theſe lines enſuing will. direly tell, - /*/ 
Plcaſe you peruſe tiemand to marke them well, 
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TJ eighteenth of themomh thatwas the weeke,- 
Now not fo much f6r humaine helpes we ſecke,” * 
Bur ready for Deaths ſtroake we do prepare, 

And tor to gaine heauens Crowne is alt our care: ].. 
Daily we ſee our Friendsatid neighbonrs dye, 

And who can fay isnext, orc heorT: 

The ſhunning now ef ſicke is not reſpe&ed, 

For who doth know whoſe houſe'is not infeed, 

They are not: now pent vp; doores are open, ay 
No coy there is with any to be ſpoken,” 

Bur one with other do confort together, 

And as tor danger few of vs care whether, 
The partic we are with beficke ot no, 
Onely we aske him whether it be fo; 

And where the paine proceedes, riſing or ſpor, 
And to their beds we go, for waare nor 

So rtimerous ; but.do approach them necre, 
And with our beſt aduiſe we do then cheere ; 
And being dead now we ſuch kindnefle haue, 
None will refuſc to bring them to the graue, 
Bur aftcr Beeres we throng- withour diſdaine, 
Andin our iudgementhold it very vaine, 

If we ſhould not our laſt performance lend 
Toſuch a nejghbour or to ſuch a Friend, 
Diſcourteous, vnfit andeke faint-hearted, 
Thus did we mecte ard thus we kindly parted. 
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V VE! may I ſay to many aCountry four: 
Of thizour Kingdome;, where's the valour Rout 

Pofſeſt your feareful] hearrs >whar is the marcer = 
Thar fo for feare your very teeth do chatter 
VVithin'your heads, why do your bones fo ſhiuer? 

Asif you neyther had nor heartnorliuer : 

To ſeca Zoxaommany oh yarevndone, ' 

Venture not neere,butasfarte from him runne, 

As Furlongs two containeat leaſt, oh flye, 

His very breath will ſmell, as facrc-ascye 

Can ere behold him :are you not aſham'd, 

Andin all good mens 1udgements to be blam'd : 

Iam not ignorant of your churliſh dealing, 

The wound that open is, will need long healing, 

Ot your vakindnefle ſhew'd ro our poore City ;.. 
Hard hearted men,you ſhould haue had more pitry,.. 

Youthinke vs Cowards, you-the-worthies are, 
And who bur yoy, for ſturdie men of warte :. 
How is it now, doc you not plainly ſee, 
London doth yeeld as ſtout asany he, 

Liues on your clotted grounds, as doe appeare, 
We ſtand not in ſuch dread, nor do weteare 
The loſle of our poote lifes, for ina word,, 

Alrhoughwe ina.mannerſce the ſword, 

Of the Almighties Iuftice cuer wauing . 

Ouer our heads, killing many crauing, 
Yetfrom the venger do weneuerſhrinke,, 

No we perſwaded beand {urcly thinke, 

That he is cuerywhereand that he can,. 
(Andif pleaſe him) ſend to che Country man,. 
As gieat a ſickneſfeas he hath to vs, 

Thus I perlwade my felfe and euen thus 


Should: 
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Should you perſwaded be and vnderfland, 
That the b<t meancs for toauoyd Ged hand, 
Is not to flye, but to approach himnecre 
With heartic forrow.gake heed how we we beare 
Our ſelues hereafter that we nor offend, 
Elſe worſer judgements God to vs: can ſend 
VVherecre webe,with'youlT baue now done :- 
Lord with what longing do the people runne, 1; 
Toknow what Ms chis next weeke haue dyde, 
Andnow (bleft be his name) we hauc efpide: 
A happy ccafing of his anger paſt, 
For in this weeke they dycd nor ſofaſts 
Foure thouſand, cight hundred, one and forty fell, 
Though a great number, it reioyſi vs well - 
To ſeeaceaſing, and with thankfull minde, 
V Vegaue Gods thankes for that he was ſo kinde;; 
And by the way now thisis to be noted, 
And will be markt by thoſe that are deuoted, 
When we were now.cuen hutl'd into deſpaire 
And ſcarſe card whether day was foulec or faire, 
Such a perplexity were weedriuen in, 
That how the world went we weigh'd nota pin, 
V'Vhen we were almoſt weare now with crying, 
And almoſt paſt all hope for ought relying 
Ac the Almighties hands, loc cuen then, 
He gan to ſhew vnto vs (fintull men) 
Some tokens, that his anger will not long ; 
Continue, if fo be wee fing the ſong eo 
Of true repentance. I remember well ' 
The Prohibition of our faſt daics fcll 
This very weeke, the ceaſing was before, 
TIN CIR monies 
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That they were cabſe-fo-many were infected, 

I hope there's fewthatare ſo illaffeted _ -: | 
Asſoto thinke ; didwenort mecterogether, 

And asI ſayd before, we: card not whether 

Daily and hourely 'bpur:6ur worldly ends, 

Some one for one'thing;others ſee their Friends 
Lye viſited : fickewith well we mingle;iv, + 
Thoſe that are well from ſicke we cannot a. | 
Yet many of vs wete both well and found, - 
AndIamongſt the'teft this fauourfound ;- 

(Bleſt be his holy name) no more: of this, 6 
Now in my minde a home-bred ftory is, | 

Of oncIkney, a Country-man of mine, 

(Hardly deſeruing here rohauea line): : 
Who did refrainethe Church (ſo wiſe was he): 

So did his ſonneleft they infe& might be's 

VVhart Iinſert I heard:tt ro be true, ' I 
And I thiake God their iudgmentgaue them da 
Neyther in Chureh'or Oharchiyarddid they dye, - 
Burt in the open Fields —_ did _y _ | 
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N39 one ching more I chowght OO to obſerue, | 
VVacther it obſeruation do deſerue, ' 

Or noI pray you iudee, this didI find, 

When we vnto cach other were moſt kind, 

And feared not the viſited to ſee, 

Yeteugn at that time I noted we ' | 

Did find a ceaſing, which did/plainly ſhew, 

That we vato the Almighty much did owe 

For his great loue, beyond imagination, 


And, Jarre - beyond ; all hnmaine expeation : 


For fore that time moſt were of indgement fill, 
The reaſon why ſo many there were ill, 
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VVas cauſe they tooke not heed, nor much reſpeRed, 


To keepe themſelues from thoſe that were infected; 
The laſt great fickneſſe it did fall outfo, 

(As Thaue heard) welller vs forwards goe, 

Not that I thinkethe fickneſſenor infe&, 

For many then my iudgementwillreje&, 


For to the contrary ic doth appearc, 


As eyther thern to helpe or helpe themſelues, 


Elſe ſhould I count them for preſuming Elues. 


©  "Therforeide wiſhno mortall wight come neefe 
Infeed perſons to preſume too much, 
Vnlefle occaſjons ſo great be ſuch, 
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Ar worldlings folly, how with care they ftriue 
To keepe their carthly Carcaffes aljue, 


Whilſt others pining dodefire to dye, 


Reſpedleſſe of their liues, ſuch miſery 


They do ſuftaine, y wrapt in cruell lone, 
Or elſe ſome higher croſfes from aboue, 
For recreation I thinke beſt befiis, 


In time of ſadnefle to reutue our wits 
With honeſt mirth, a ſtory for to tell, 


The beſt I haue marke chen how it befell : 
In GloRer ſhiere, (a parcell of this Land) | 
There Chefenham my native Towne doth iand, 
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Earie with toyleand with ſad cares oppreſt, 

Let now my muſe from this ſad firaine take reft, 
Neuertheleſſe but for a little while, 
And giue me leane but onely for to ſmile 


Mary 
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Many a braue lad hath therebeene bred and bore; 


As well in theſe our times as long before, 
VVho hand to hand in battle would men thrill, 
Erethey from them would ſuffer any ill : 
Howhbeict now the ſickneſle (asI hearc) | 
 Hauebrought theſe hardy men into great fearc : 
Yet to their kindred ftill their loue 15 ſuch, | 
To giue them kind relicfe they will not grutch, 
Prouided alwaycs that they may be pent, 

In ſome remoted place whereas the ſent 

May not annoy the dwellers of the Towne, 
Elſe one againſt another well might frowne: 
Some two miles off the ſame there ſtands ahill, 
That if you ſaw it, ſurely ſay you will 

It is a great one, likewiſe very high, 
Notfarrevpon, nor yetnot very nigh 
 Awooddothſtand, Purkham is cald by name, 
And there abouts is of greatnoteand fame 

In nutting time, then famous ler it be 

A little more, fer that we now do ſee, 

It prooues aſhelter to our London men, 
VVhothere did lurke as Foxes in their den, . 
Bur if they chanc't abroad once for to ftere, 
More dreadfull tar then wolves they did appeare 
To friend or foe: if once they doe them ſpie, 
[Their fight more fe]l then Baſilis koes eye, 
« There lodg'd that hard;Squire Sir Hewry hight, 
A valiant, doubty and'couragious ſprighr, 
There lay that Lady bright, his partner deare, 


That were moſt brauely brought on horſe-back there: 


With diuers others men of mickle worth, 
That were reſolu'd none of them to come forth, 


CC 
But round about the wood to roue and range, 
Vntill che Moone had paſt her full and change : 
This was the order then, but out alas, 
 VVhilſt we on hills are, there's a Zoxdon Aſle 
Or Carrier comes to Towne within bow thot, 
When as the fickneſle raign'd exceeding hor, 
His packe he doth vntie, and Zondoz ware 

. Lyes open to be catch't with Cheltnamayre: 
High cime it is for fafety'ro prouide, 

More harme then ere aware may them betide, 


The rpatter knowne ſome wiſe men of the Towne, 


» Boldaffrappeth this foole hardy Clowne, 
With bitter threates, and with adire aſpe&, 
This great preſumptuons a they do dercR, 
And to him ſpake thus or to this effec: | 
Thou LZoxdos vagrant, bold preſumptuous man, 
All words to good for thee that name we can, 
Is this a place for thee for to vntiez 

Arſach arime as this, now verily, 


If freight thou dot nor truſſe, andquickly runne 
Fromthis ſame coaſt, weele ſhoot thee with a Guns- 


At which hard words forthwith it did appeare, , 
How much it deern'd him by the trembling feare. 
Ot all his ioynts, for greatly he did quake,. 

And ſeem'd as if his very heart did ake, 
Sighing,quath he, good ſits be not offended, 
VVhar's done amifle hereafter ſhall be mended. 


* * 
A _— Ot amet truth. _—. 
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 $Þwmeg..s braue Z9xdop, heart vnto thee take, 
For cucry weeks the licknefſe now doth (lake, 


—  — 


VVias | 


Dt SET Tantra oe 


— ———_ EET tu 


DOR 
Rs. 


EE Ry yo 


+ ages ADSI IIS IG mnmy 
= - On 0» red ee we 
- ani edn 0nc9 


$3T.7 
[3 EM 


$I To ; G2 : 
wt 1:41-455 SISA =o tn Cares 5g = ——— 
PP = _ ws Us" WR 
AT 


a SW BY 
_ De?» > ew EIID>—nns. nt EI I  oetntter= 


(28) 


What ſhall we alwayesfaint, be drooping men. 
And thinke that nere good time will come agen, 
Indeede 'tis true, many our Friends are gone, 

And dcare ones too, we cannot chooſe but moane 
For them a while, Gods hand wecannot ſtay. 
When he doth pleaſe toſtrike, well wiſh we may, - 
Time is for al!, a time theres to die, 

And as they are fo muſt beyou and I, 

A debt we owe, that is to God a Dcath, 

Shorris our life and ſoone gone is.6ur breati) : 
Here is no reſting place, Pilgrims we are 
VVithin this world,vnto a Country farre 

VVe haue to trace, iris to H-auens high, 
Towhich we cannot come before we die : 

They are in reftno doubt, we ſtiil in care, 
Sorrow we taſte, but they doe better fare. 
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| [Ln as in bloody field abartell foughe, 

By raging cnemies that alwayes ſought 

To worcke vnto cach other harme and skarh, 

And nought but death couldfwagetheir banefull wrath, 
VVhere many thouſands in one battel dye, © | Ve] 
And many groueling on the caxth'doe lyc, 

After along and weary battel tride, | 

So many wgunded eke fo many dyde, 

Vpon retire they doe their loſſes count, 

And finde they doe in number much ſurmount,” 

Ot this poore Citie ſuch now was the caſe, 

When time had made ſo many runne the race 

Of this their mortall lives, the reſt behind 

To know the perfe& number were inclin'd 


(29) 
Of thoſcthae dy'd the ſeuerall Bills they view, 
And caſtthem Vp tobe informed true: © © 
The better to expreſſe, ceaſe Verſe awhilez''' 
And let vs forwards in another ſtile, 
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N Entle Reader, Tam not ignorant what great mortal- 
( ' liry hath beene reported, and'verily  belecued to be 
" in London, in almoſt all places of this Kingdome, 
by reaſon of this fickneſſe ; and that they conceived a farre 
greater number dyed,then indeed thete did : or at leaſt-wile 
not conſidering, or once imagining), fiich a multitude of 
people, men, women and'children ſhould bee in one place, 
or City, thought verily there were tacdly any or very few 
of vs lefta liue.  Þ 
Indeede the ftreetes were. empty 'in reſpec of the large 
mulcicudes that formerly before this great ſickneſſe paſt too 
and fro 1n it; but there was no graſſe growing in any ſtreets 
of note for want of trading as they concciued; tor I per- 
{wade me as many people pafttoo and fro'in the ſtreetes of 
the ſayd Ciry in the higheſt of the ſickneſle vpan their oc- 
caſions, as did at any time in che ſtreetes ot any other City 
or great Towneof this Kingdome wherethe ficknefſe was 
nor,, (ſetting Faircs and appointed aſſemblies afide)where- 
fore we were notall dead, Indeede if God Almighty had 
goneon in wrath, as of long time you ſec he did continue, 
we ſhould haue all beene ere long contumed. Bur hee is a 
Godof mercy, and is graciouſly pleaſed to leaue ſomebe- 
hind ; yea very many for a wirneſſe both of his Tuſtice and 
Mercy. EY | "©Y 
And as in my former fimilitude, after a battell fought af- 
well the ſeuerall armies as the ſeucrail aduerſe Countries, 
will hearkeh after and take notice of the lofſe receiued, al- 
though they may be much mooued tor the ſame : So I per- 
+ | E L; iwade 


(9) - 
ſwade my ſelfe both City and Country in this: Kingdome 
that haue had no certainty of the number chathauec eyed in 
this preſent viſitation,althowigh they wiſh wellro the City, 
(it being che harbour of many of their kindred and 'triends, 
and in a manner the beauty, wealth and ſtrength of this na- 
tion:) will dere nocwithſtanding tobetruly iaformed;and 

Fereorearayming alcogerher to.make my poore lubie& 
29 Oe D424 | bed . 
proficable or plealing, or at[caſt. wiſe not burthen-ſome to 
all to whoſe hands it ſhall happen ro. come] have raken this 
Paings to fer downe the number, both in geoffe andas they 
Hed weekly, lo may you pexceiue the increaſe and decreaſe, 
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There died in London andthe Lybertwes thereof: ' 


Totall, ; Plague, 
Rom the 2:3 of. December to the 30 of the ſatneymmgy——zIi, 0, | 
> Fram the 30 of December to the 6 of Ianuary — — I 22H 
Froarthe 6'of 1ar4ary tothe 1 3. of the ſame -—— 195} x 
Ficm the13 of 1aznaryrtothe 20 of the ſame ,———————40 0 
From the 20 to the 27 ann_nn—n = inn —— 2.26 O 
From the 27 to the 3 Of February ——— 
'Fromthe 3, to the; 19; wonanp erp meme mm——ormm—4 $5 
From the 10 to the 17, —————— —_— —211 3 | 
From the 17 t5 the 2 4&m—om——gocmm—n nmnmnmn_—_— — 5 I 
From the 2.4 to the 3 of March =-=——— m__—_ ———; 0 
From the 3 tothe I0ooo————— m—_—_—, 0 
From the 10 to the 17. W—_—_— _——— 4 
From the 17 to th& 24. ——- — — 
From the 24-to the 3x — — 
Froni the 21 tothe 7 of Hpril ————— — 239] 10 
From the 7 tothe 14 — — 256] 24 
From the 14» the 21 _ — 230 25 
Fcomthe 21 tothe :8 © pn—n————_———_——cqt—c— 305|- 26 {| 
*From the 32$ ro the 5 of May = —— — 292] 30 
*Fromthe $ tothe 13) ng — — — 45 
From the 13 tothe 19 IA. - HW. þ 
From the 19 to the 26 —w—— w— —4ol| 78 
From the 26 tothe 2 of 1ure = — 395]. 69 
From the 2.to the 9 mm wn— 97 
From the 9 to the 16 —— ——— w_——————_—_ w— 16 
" From the 16 to the 23 I urn— _ _ HH 239. 
w———_ 3590 } 


From the 23 10 the 30 nn em nn 94 


) 
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From the 30 to the 7 of Jalymatnmce mms 


* ___ Totalk. | Plague, | 


From the 7 tothe 14 = ———_— —— . 
From the 14 to the SO RAT AR TAR FERC DET'Y + 2 bs 1819 
From the 21 tothe 28 NT ns 35383] 3471 
From the 28 to the 4 of Auguſt moon 2» 4517} 3659 
From the 4 of Augsſ! tothe 11 — n—_— — gy 
From the 11 tothe 18 =——— —_— nnntmnrnnnnn $205] 4463 .: 
From the 18 to the 25 mms 7 7.) | HP 7.5 6.1 
Frem the 25 to the 1 of Sep temberounepromoronmnnmmnrnnmonnennrnn—— Go) 3943 + 
From the 1 of September to the 8 ——=> mona, nn — 7, 5, 
From the 8 to the 15 — — 
From the 15 10 the 2/2 =mommome onmmnnns ernment 994] If55 
From the 22 t2 the 29-..—— ——— ——2$6. 358 
Froin the 29 to the 6 of Offober ————————— $38 -.; 
From th<.6 of Oflobertothe 13 = —— oor | 5 
From the 13 t6 the 20 =—— I ——_ 432: © 
From the 20 to the 27: ——  — — 11347: 
Fromthe 27 to che z of No#embermonnmtmgorocn nmr Gon we 5 gg 
Frem the z of November to the 10 —- mw woarmnnnamnnngc nnenn—nmane 2m of Go. 
SY 10tothe 17 —_—_ ——_—— x 
Irem the 17 to the 4 ——e——_—R——r—P———z 7 
From the .34 to che 1 of DECenmber, ——— m__———-— of. 15. 
Fremthe x of December to the & =p nt renee neg ng 
From the 8 to the 15 of the lame \mmonentyremmmprrmnrnd nent nent BY] 6 | 
Torall from the 33 of Rerentet 1624-9 the 15 fro 2iti 032k 
ber 1625+ 53914; , Wheicofot the' plogyc, PAALTr -- +ii6 of 
Sr B06 Þ- 133%) ODT OW 13306 3s 


| of (YiGit 1, 

The Torall of the laſtgrear,figkneſſe hapning inthe begin- 
ning of the Raigneof our late Soueraigne Lord King James 
deceaſed, vizs; From the 23. of Decemger 1602; to the-22: 
of December 16034 there dyed of alldiſcales. in Loydowand 
the Liberties 38244«wherot gf the plague 30598.VVherein 
the greateſt number chatdyed in,one weekewas in, Londan 
and the Liberties,inall 3385.; Vhereof the plagye, 3035, 
JN. Former zimesthis Kingdome and City faaug bin, like: 

wiſe viſited, as ſoone atterthe Conqueſt of, King 1il/zam 
Duke of Noyrmenay there happencd a fearctull plague : As 
likewiſe inthe Rafgne of King Edwardthe third 4 and inthe 
yeare 1562. in; which. yeare there died of; the Pcltlence, 
20136. alſo ih Azz 2532.0 which. yeare.there dycdin all 
25386,whercof the plague in and abour Zondoy, 1 503» 


E 2 - Other | 


(32) 


. "Other parts of the world haue likewiſe felt Gods han1.as 
[1M you may:read in-Seripture-of -Jerwfalcrm,.exc. Further it is 
Wh recorded of thECiry called the grand Tair in Turkey, once 
BY cuery ſeauen yeares there hapaeth a vehement Comagion, 
tothe loſſeof moft part of the people there. In Kome tiiere 
haue dycd 2000.2 day,and raocoo. ina.yeare : InConſtan- 
timople 50007 aday, and 700090, within fix months : In 
the Citty of Pars in France 100000. in a yeare,viz.in 
if ' In Man, Padua and Yenice 166600, ineach City with- 
18 1n two yeares. In Bohemia--300000. in- the like {pace 2 and 
ſo likewiſe itnother Cities ani Kingdomes , and at ſ<ncrall 
times hath'God ſhewen his. power, | - 
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AS one affcepeof may pl 
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* 3 Oft times doth dreame, and thinkes that he enioyes, 
That which-indoed hedoth not,whenthe wakes, - 

Into his fortnerdumprs himfelfe berakes yt 

So after we fuch bitter ſtores had caſted, © | 

Fot watit'of Trade whilſt thar the ſickneſle laſted, 
Luldwithviainehope, when'as we ſtill did ſce 
The ficknefſt ceaſe; that herea Terme ſhould be *- - 
Vviehontall queſtion kepr? thisrhought wethen,, 
ll And forawhilewe were right ioyfull men, | 

N., Ourſhops begin-ro open we prepare, 
if And{etrhern out with fundry forts of ware, 
Altheigh before this rime windoives ſtood bare, ' 
Open or fhutwe did'nor greatly care. 

When newes doth come that ſets vs into paſſion, 

The King proclatmerh by his Proclamation, 

That there no Terme of Azchael ſhould be kepr, 
Butwhete tlic Proclamation did dire&, 

"2 F07 fOSOATS n7ors rm trernennt,l VVhich 


. 
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CERES? 
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VVhich was to Reading, good for Barke ſhire men, 


You may conjecture what a plunge wethen 

V Vere put vato; how ſhall our Rentbe payd, 
And other needments which we want defrayd: 
Now many a poore ſonle in the ftreetes we ſee, 


For want to beg and cfaue, which would nor be, 


But that the times ſo hard are, others ſham'd, 
(Although their need is great) yer tobe nam'd 
A craning begger, much they would endure 
Ere they could brooke to put the ſame in vre z; 


And therefore farre more harder was theit caſe, 


Then thoſe that beg'd and car'd notto be bafe: 
Tis ſucha time that many a ſigh is fer 

By thoſe we good-men call, yet runne in debr, 
And further alſo I thinke like ro runne; : 
Good Lord amend it efſe we are vndone : 
 Albeit 'ris a comfort that we finde 


Thar King and great men were ſo well inclin'd, 


Their charitable deedes for to expreſſe, 
In theſe our great atflictionsto redreſſe 
The wants of poore men which did fo abonnd} 
VVirhin this City that no place was found 
VVirthout a multitude, and ro prevent, 
Meanes was colle&ed, orders there were ſent 
By Proclamation, how it ſhould be vſde,' 
That ſo their worthy deedes be not abuſde : 
This was commended tothe weighty care 
Of Londons Gouernour the worthy Maior; 
Who in the ſame did ſhew himſelfe vprightr, 
Got great applauſe in all the peoples fight, 
This worthy A&did many others mooue, 
To ſhey their Charry and Clift ue, 
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Yea: 
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Yea thoſethat had not much themſelues would gjue 
Of that they had, poore people to relieue . 
In theſe fad times, abroad and at the doore, 
Thus were we moou'd, fo far'd it with the poore: 
Examples ſurcly arc of wondrous force, | 
In ſuch ſad times as theſe to ſtrike remorſe 
Into mens hearts, but more when as we ſee 
Before our cyes the woetull miſery 
Of thoſe that want, no'doubt moſt that were here 
And ſaw theſe things more liberall farre they were 
Then carſt before, and to tell plaine my minde, 
Vhat others write my ſelfe did daily finde 
Them very free, for whereſoere I was 
At home or broad, giuing thercalwayes was 
By one or other, vnto thoſe that cri'd, 
Who hardly of an Almes-deed were deni'd 
Of them they askt; foretimes it was not ſo, 
But many ſhould be ask't that would ſay no, 
Before that we would ſee ones wants relicued,. . . - 
So hard our hearts wereto poore ſoules y'gricued; 
And now to youthat in the Country be, | 
Heare nor the cryesof poore, noryet doe ſee 
Their miſerable wants, how they hauefar'd, .. 
And how we to-our powers haucnot ſpar'd 
Our meanes for to relicue them,if we ſlacke, 
Let not our ſlackneſſe you hard hearted make 
Vhen you ſhalbexequired,I may ſay, 
We hauec done well, whilſt you haue becne away- 
Still neede there is, and like is ſo to be, 
"Twill be a pleaſing thing for vs to ſee 
You home againe in peace, if much you make 


Of poore afflicted ones for Chriſt his lake,” 


LAST 
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{, Aftly to all Reſiders of this Land, 
Thar at this time have felt rhe Almighties hand, 

Or feene the heauy indgewents that haue beene, 
Sith that the cauſe thercof is onely ſinne, 

For which we haue eudured many a fmarr, 

And oft times gone to-bed with aking heart z 
Like dreaded children ler vs now'be wile, 

And haue a care that we doe not deſpiſe, 

Oc ſerat light the anger of our God; 

Leaſt he in furie with a greater rod 

In vengeance come vpon vs, warning take 

By this moſt gricuous chaſtment, now awake: 
And looke avout vs, let vs call to minde 

VVhat mightie Cities we in writings finde, 
Thar heretoforefor glorie bare the bell, 

And throughthe world did tar and ncere excell, 
The Famons N?#nizc, teraſalew, 

Troy, Carthage, Roome and many more with them, 
Which for their ſinnes were wholly ouerthrowne, 
Their ſtanding places hardly to be knowne, 

And in this fad diſaſter ler vs not 

Forget the-woetull ftate, which now God wor 
Renown'd 1udeaand the Eaiterne Lands, 

That now lye groaning vnder Turkiſh bands: 
The famous Grec/a, many Countries more, 
VVhoall one God and Sauious did adere 

That we do now, but going farre aſtray, 

Haue wrought vnto themſclues ſuch ſad anoy, 
Thar gricfe it is ro tell : Oh that my pen, 

Or all che arte Ihaue could now mooue men,. 
To leaue their euill courſes, and to turne. 
Vnto their maker, inwardly to mougne- 
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*Twixt God and vs fo letall good men pray 
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For what hath bin the cauſe of this ſad woe, 

And gainethe loueof him that now our foe. 
Appearesto be ; how haye we wandred wide, 

In vaine exceſſe of ryor, finfull pride, 

Where was the loue that withv s ſhould be found, 
And with Gods ſeryants ſhould toall abound; 

V Vas it not turn'd to hatredand deſpite, 

Or ſuch aloue as ſtrayd farrefrom the right, 

Moſt filthy fraud, we loud far to. decetue, 

And if we could our neighboursto:.bercaue 

Of that they had, bec-but a-gopd name, 

(If we had nonc) we enuidat the ſame, 

Our ſwearing and blaſpheming, hatcfull lyes, 

Haue perſt the very Heauens and there cries 

For flaming vengeance, and our greatoppreſlion - 
Haue there bin likewiſe, and haue madeconfeffion : * 
Before we'd do't our ſelues, our beaſily luſt 
And many other ſinnes did ſticke as ruſt 

Vpon our finfull ſoules, oh now like men 2, 
Lets rouſe theſe dang'rous Addersfrom their den, 
Theſe haue bin they that haue our ſorrows ſought, 
And theſe were they that to deſtruion brouge, 

The other wotull Countries: theſe are they | 
That if we not forſake them will deſtroy | 
Our wofull Land likewiſe; now ler vs weepe ; 
And drench our eyes in flouds of ſorrowes deepe, | 
That we ſo great a God haue not regarded, 

Conclude that we moſt iuftly are rewarded 

Forour miſdecdes, and let vs trom them ceaſe, 

This is the way to make a finall peace 


- 


Amen, Amen BD ;God grant we may. 
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